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The Science of hearing is highly indebted to speech audiometry for its
assistance in identification, diagnosis and specification of site of lesion in hearing
impairment. Different types of speech materials have been developed in recent
times and speech tests have gained very important place in audiological
evaluation.

The available speech materials test in English and other languages are not
suitable for a large population that communicates through the language Hindi.
Only a very small portion of the population follow English and other languages
in which the tests for Central Auditory Dysfunctions (CAD) are available.

In India, Abrol (1971) was the first person to develop speech materials in
Hindi. Later Nagaraja (1972), Swamalatha (1972) developed a Synthetic
Sentence Identification test (SSI) in Kannada and speech materials in English
for English speaking population in India respectively.

Kapur (1971) had introduced a word list in Tamil, but, it was considered
inadequate because of its short coming in phonetic composition and lack of
standardization.

De (1973) constructed another word list in Hindi and Dayalan (1976)
developed a phonetically balanced word list in Tamil language which are worth
mentioning. Nagaraja (1987) developed and staggered paired words test in
Kannada for Central Auditory Testing.

Shivashankar (1988) developed a Competing Sentence Test in Kannada
and Binaural Fusion Test in Kannada, Telugu and Hindi. Reliability and clinical
validity of these tests are yet to be ascertained.

The present study was undertaken as a first step in an attempt to construct
a test Staggered Spondiac Words test in Hindi for Central Auditory Testing.

This was done overcoming all the drawbacks of the previous list to provide
a means to test people who follow only Hindi or whose proficiency in Hindi is
greater than any other language.

For the construction of the Staggered Spondiac Words test one needs 80
spondee words and also two word lists of 80 words each preferably. The word
list given earlier by Abrol (1971) and De (1973) did not have sufficient number
of words for the construction of Staggered Spondiac Words test (SSW).

The present study involved collection of spondee words and dealing with
identification of familiarity of the spondee words.

The words were selected out of magazines, periodicals, newspapers,
individuals etc. and were distributed to 192 randomly selected subjects. The
subjects included 79 females and 113 males. The subjects were selected
considering the fact that it should represent each and every strata of population.
The subjects graded the given words depending upon the familiarity of the
word. By this way the words were arranged in decreasing order of familiarity
after analysis.

After determining the mean and standard deviation the words which were
"too easy" and "too difficult" were rejected. One hundred and sixty words were
selected out of remaining words which were falling near the Mean randomly by
"Fish-Bowl" method.
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