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Age and Sex as Variabies in a Oral Form
Discrimination Task·

The developlnental trends and sex diffe
rences in oral form discrimination skill
were studied in 60 normal children ranging
in age from 5 to 13 years, attending Kannada
medium schools. Five age groups were
formed with ages 5, 7, 9, 11 and 13 years.
Equal number of boys and girls were
selected in each group.

The test stimuli con)isted of eight plastic
forms from four geometric class (triangle,
rectangle, biconcave and oval). They were
paired to forn1 32 ' between class' pairs. The
pair of forms were presented in the mouth
successively. Th0 child was required to
say whether the pair of forms were same or
different. The total number of errors were
calculated for each child and they formed
the error scores.

Statistical analysis of the error scores
revealed significant age trends. However,
significant sex difference was not obtained.

Conclusions
(1) Oral form discrimination skills

increase from age 5 years to 13 years.
However, the increase is not a uni
form gradual increa)e but a stepwise
increase.

(2) Sex difference was not present in the
development of oral form discrimi
nation across the age levels studied.

* Mlster's Dissertation, Utliversity of Mysore,
1978.
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Suggestions for Further Research
Tile results of the present study hav

thrown light on possible variables affectin
oral form discrimination testing and' llee
for their study.

(1) Variables such as socio-economi
status, motivation, intelligence
practice Inay be studied.

(2) The oral form discrimination deve
lopment may be studied in the eve
age groups which were not include
in the present study so as to complet
the oral form discrimination growt
curve.

(3) Sex differences may be studied i
younger age groups to determine i
such a difference exists in oral for
discrimInation ability during the arti
culation development period.

(4) Development of oral form discrimi
nation skills may be studied usin
, with in class' stimulus pairs an
compared with the results of th
present study.

(5) Oral. f?rm discrimination test may b
admInIstered to children during th
articulation acquisition period t
ascertain whether children with poor
scores retain their misarticulatio·
af:cr the articulation developmen
period.

(6) Size as a variable in oral form discri
mination development may be studied
as a function of age.

(7) Oral form discrimination test used in
this study may be administered to
various clinical populations and their
scores compared to the scores
obtained in the present study.
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